LIVING HOPE OPC ORDER OF WORSHIP
for Sunday, February 21st, 2021 at 10:45 AM
Prelude
Announcements
Gospel Greeting – Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Call to Worship Song – NTH 119 – I Sing the Almighty Power of God
Call to Worship – Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.  Isaiah 55:6-8
Prayer of Adoration & Invocation 
Opening Hymn – NTH 122 – God, All Nature Sings Thy Glory

Reading of Law – Matthew 24:34-40

(Silent Confession of Sin)
[bookmark: _Hlk33695350]Corporate Confession of Sin – Almighty God, we confess we have broken your commandments. We have sinned by selfishness, worldliness, unbelief and pride. We have not loved our neighbor as ourselves, and we have not walked humbly with you. Forgive us our sins and blot out our debts according to your tender mercies, according to your loving kindness. Cleanse us by the blood of Jesus your Son. Give us a humble and contrite heart that we might forgive others as you have forgiven us. We ask through Christ our Lord. Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk39234005][bookmark: _Hlk36707316][bookmark: _Hlk47089524][bookmark: _Hlk47087111][bookmark: _Hlk47777869]Assurance of Pardon – Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 	Romans 5:1-2
Confession of Faith (Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 21) 
Leader: Christian, what is true faith? 
People: True faith is not only a sure knowledge by which I hold as true all that God has revealed to us in his Word; it is also a wholehearted trust, which the Holy Spirit works in me by the gospel, that God has freely granted, not only to others but to me also, forgiveness of sins, eternal righteousness, and salvation. These gifts are purely of grace, only because of Christ’s merit.

Doxology – NTH 733
[bookmark: _Hlk33094403][bookmark: _Hlk47456938][bookmark: _Hlk32485003][bookmark: _Hlk28841237][bookmark: _Hlk47089591][bookmark: _Hlk35143581]Exhortation to Give – For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your submission flowing from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them and for all others, while they long for you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon you. Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift! 	2 Cor. 9:12-15

Prayer for Collection & Pastoral Prayer 
Medley – You Are My All in All
  – To Thee We Ascribe Glory
Scripture Readings – OT: Psalm 107:23-32 / NT: John 6:16-21
Psalm 107:23–32 (ESV) 
23 Some went down to the sea in ships, doing business on the great waters; 24 they saw the deeds of the LORD, his wondrous works in the deep. 25 For he commanded and raised the stormy wind, which lifted up the waves of the sea. 26 They mounted up to heaven; they went down to the depths; their courage melted away in their evil plight; 27 they reeled and staggered like drunken men and were at their wits’ end. 28 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress. 29 He made the storm be still, and the waves of the sea were hushed. 30 Then they were glad that the waters were quiet, and he brought them to their desired haven. 31 Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, for his wondrous works to the children of man! 32 Let them extol him in the congregation of the people, and praise him in the assembly of the elders. 
John 6:16–21 (ESV) 
16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 got into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were frightened. 20 But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 21 Then they were glad to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land to which they were going. 
[bookmark: _Hlk39994846]Prayer for Illumination 

Sermon – An Exposition of John 6:16-21: “The Incarnate Creator Walks on the Sea”

Jesus the Incarnate Creator reveals His almighty power over His creation.
1. The disciples’ dangerous voyage. (John 6:16-18)
2. The disciples’ terror – at the Lord walking on the stormy waters. (John 6:19)
3. The “I AM” says, “Fear not!” (John 6:20)
4. The disciples’ joy at Jesus’ presence. (John 6:21)

Prayer of Application

Closing Song – NTH 630 – Eternal Father, Strong to Save
[bookmark: _Hlk34993478][bookmark: _Hlk50722140][bookmark: _Hlk39826502][bookmark: _Hlk34387234][bookmark: _Hlk47457820]Benediction – Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and establish them in every good work and word. 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17







