LIVING HOPE OPC ORDER OF WORSHIP
for Sunday, March 14th, 2021 at 10:45 AM
Gathering Song – Living Hope
Announcements
Gospel Greeting – Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Call to Worship Song – I Exalt Thee
[bookmark: _Hlk37956405]Call to Worship – Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens! Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his excellent greatness!     Ps. 150:1-2
Prayer of Adoration & Invocation 
Opening Hymn – NTH 38 – Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
Reading of Law – Exodus 20:1-17
(Silent Confession of Sin)
[bookmark: _Hlk35143454][bookmark: _Hlk58215795]Corporate Confession of Sin – Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and we have done those things which we ought not to have done; and there is no health in us. But you, O Lord, have mercy upon us. And grant, O merciful Father, for Jesus’ sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous and joyful life, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk47777821][bookmark: _Hlk41569744]Assurance of Pardon – Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. 	John 5:24
Hymn of Response – NTH 469 – How Sweet and Awesome Is the Place
[bookmark: _Hlk31360329]Exhortation to Give – …Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” Acts 20:35b
Prayer for Collection & Pastoral Prayer 
Scripture Readings – OT: Exodus 17:1-7 / NT: John 6:41-59
Exodus 17:1–7 (ESV) 
1 All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 
John 6:41–59 (ESV) 
41 So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 They said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43 Jesus answered them, “Do not grumble among yourselves. 44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me— 46 not that anyone has seen the Father except he who is from God; he has seen the Father. 47 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 57 As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate, and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 Jesus said these things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum. 
Hymn of Preparation – NTH 378 – Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face
Prayer for Illumination 
An Exposition of John 6:41-59: “Eating Jesus’ Flesh and Blood”
Jesus is the life-giving Bread from heaven:
1. His humble humanity hides His heavenly origin. (John 6:41-42)
2. His spiritual nourishment is only for those whom the Father draws. (John 6:43-51)
3. His crucified flesh and shed blood give life to those who believe. (John 6:52-59)
Prayer of Application
Hymn of Response – NTH 517 – I’ve Found a Friend, O Such a Friend!
[bookmark: _Hlk50722140][bookmark: _Hlk39826502][bookmark: _Hlk34387234][bookmark: _Hlk47457820]Benediction – May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  – Romans 15:5-6
