LIVING HOPE OPC ORDER OF WORSHIP (with Communion)
for Sunday, September 11th, 2022 at 10:45 AM

Prelude
Opening Song – Blessed Be Your Name
Gospel Greeting – Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 	Galatians 1:3-5
Call to Worship Song – The Risen Christ
Call to Worship – Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.  Hebrews 10:19-23
Prayer of Adoration & Invocation
Hymn of Praise – NTH 53 – Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
[bookmark: _Hlk33695350]Reading of Law – A Summary of the Ten Commandments & Great Commandment
(Silent Confession of Sin)
Confession of Sin – Almighty God, we confess we have broken your commandments. We have sinned by selfishness, worldliness, unbelief and pride. We have not loved our neighbor as ourselves, and we have not walked humbly with you. Forgive us our sins and blot out our debts according to your tender mercies, according to your loving kindness. Cleanse us by the blood of Jesus your Son. Give us a humble and contrite heart that we might forgive others as you have forgiven us. We ask through Christ our Lord. Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk47777869]Declaration of Pardon – Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 	Romans 5:1-2
Doxology – NTH 731
[bookmark: _Hlk34387092]Exhortation to Give – Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.  2 Corinthians 9:7-8
Prayer for Regular & Diaconal Collections with Pastoral Prayer
Medley 
– NTH 238 – My Dear Redeemer and My Lord 
– Let It Be Said of Us (Let the Cross Be Our Glory)

Scripture Readings – OT: Isaiah 42:10-17 / NT: Galatians 4:8-20
Isaiah 42:10–17 (ESV) 
10 Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise from the end of the earth, you who go down to the sea, and all that fills it, the coastlands and their inhabitants. 11 Let the desert and its cities lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar inhabits; let the habitants of Sela sing for joy, let them shout from the top of the mountains. 12 Let them give glory to the LORD, and declare his praise in the coastlands. 13 The LORD goes out like a mighty man, like a man of war he stirs up his zeal; he cries out, he shouts aloud, he shows himself mighty against his foes. 14 For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained myself; now I will cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. 15 I will lay waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; I will turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools. 16 And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. 17 They are turned back and utterly put to shame, who trust in carved idols, who say to metal images, “You are our gods.” 
Galatians 4:8–20 (ESV) 
8 Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to those that by nature are not gods. 9 But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how can you turn back again to the weak and worthless elementary principles of the world, whose slaves you want to be once more? 10 You observe days and months and seasons and years! 11 I am afraid I may have labored over you in vain. 
12 Brothers, I entreat you, become as I am, for I also have become as you are. You did me no wrong. 13 You know it was because of a bodily ailment that I preached the gospel to you at first, 14 and though my condition was a trial to you, you did not scorn or despise me, but received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus. 15 What then has become of your blessedness? For I testify to you that, if possible, you would have gouged out your eyes and given them to me. 16 Have I then become your enemy by telling you the truth? 17 They make much of you, but for no good purpose. They want to shut you out, that you may make much of them. 18 It is always good to be made much of for a good purpose, and not only when I am present with you, 19 my little children, for whom I am again in the anguish of childbirth until Christ is formed in you! 20 I wish I could be present with you now and change my tone, for I am perplexed about you. 
Prayer for Illumination
Communion Sermon – An Exposition of Galatians 4:12-20: “A Pained and Personal Pastoral Plea”

A faithful Gospel minister urges God’s children to freedom in Christ and to the formation of Christ in them.
1. The exhortation to imitation and freedom in Christ. (Galatians 4:12-16)
2. The exhortation to zeal and the formation of Christ. (Galatians 4:17-20)

Prayer of Application

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
(Bread: There Is a Redeemer / Cup: NTH 264 – Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross)
· Invitation, Warning, and Prayer of Consecration
· Confession of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed
· Serving the Supper
· Prayer of Thanksgiving
Closing Hymn – NTH 378 – Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face
Benediction – The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 	2 Corinthians 13:14
