
LIVING HOPE OPC ORDER OF WORSHIP
Sunday, April 16th, 2023 at 10:45 AM

Opening Song – Living Hope
Announcements
Gospel Greeting – Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.	1 Cor. 1:3

Call to Worship Hymn – The Risen Christ

[bookmark: _Hlk54967504]Call to Worship – Jesus says, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” – Matthew 11:28-30

Prayer of Adoration & Invocation
Hymn of Praise – NTH 286 – Worship Christ, the Risen King

Reading of the Law – Luke 10:25-28

(Silent Confession of Sin)
[bookmark: _Hlk33695350][bookmark: _Hlk34386577]Corporate Confession of Sin – Almighty God, we confess we have broken your commandments. We have sinned by selfishness, worldliness, unbelief and pride. We have not loved our neighbor as ourselves, and we have not walked humbly with you. Forgive us our sins and blot out our debts according to your tender mercies, according to your loving kindness. Cleanse us by the blood of Jesus your Son. Give us a humble and contrite heart that we might forgive others as you have forgiven us. We ask through Christ our Lord. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk47777821][bookmark: _Hlk34387092]Declaration of Pardon – Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. 	John 5:24

[bookmark: _Hlk47089591][bookmark: _Hlk31360329]Exhortation to Give – “…Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” Acts 20:35b

Collection with Prayer (Offertory: NTH 381 – Brethren, We Have Met to Worship)
Doxology – NTH 731
Pastoral Prayer 
Medley 
– NTH 283 – Alleluia! Alleluia!
– Our God Reigns
[bookmark: _GoBack]Scripture Readings – OT: Ezekiel 37:15-28 / NT: John 14:15-24
Ezekiel 37:15–28 (ESV) 
15 The word of the LORD came to me: 16 “Son of man, take a stick and write on it, ‘For Judah, and the people of Israel associated with him’; then take another stick and write on it, ‘For Joseph (the stick of Ephraim) and all the house of Israel associated with him.’ 17 And join them one to another into one stick, that they may become one in your hand. 18 And when your people say to you, ‘Will you not tell us what you mean by these?’ 19 say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I am about to take the stick of Joseph (that is in the hand of Ephraim) and the tribes of Israel associated with him. And I will join with it the stick of Judah, and make them one stick, that they may be one in my hand. 20 When the sticks on which you write are in your hand before their eyes, 21 then say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will take the people of Israel from the nations among which they have gone, and will gather them from all around, and bring them to their own land. 22 And I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel. And one king shall be king over them all, and they shall be no longer two nations, and no longer divided into two kingdoms. 23 They shall not defile themselves anymore with their idols and their detestable things, or with any of their transgressions. But I will save them from all the backslidings in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them; and they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 24 “My servant David shall be king over them, and they shall all have one shepherd. They shall walk in my rules and be careful to obey my statutes. 25 They shall dwell in the land that I gave to my servant Jacob, where your fathers lived. They and their children and their children’s children shall dwell there forever, and David my servant shall be their prince forever. 26 I will make a covenant of peace with them. It shall be an everlasting covenant with them. And I will set them in their land and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in their midst forevermore. 27 My dwelling place shall be with them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 28 Then the nations will know that I am the LORD who sanctifies Israel, when my sanctuary is in their midst forevermore.” 

John 14:15–24 (ESV) 
15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. 

[bookmark: _Hlk39994846]Prayer for Illumination 

Sermon – An Exposition of John 14:15-24: “Another Comforter-Helper-Advocate” 

Jesus promises that despite His departure, the Holy Spirit will be with us:
1. He is “another” Comforter-Helper-Advocate – like Jesus. (John 14:15-17)
2. He is how the risen Jesus continues to be with us. (John 14:18-20)
3. He causes us to love Jesus and makes the Father and the Son “at home” with us. (John 14:21-24)
Prayer of Application

Psalm of Response – Psalm 143 (Trinity Psalter; Tune: “Fairest Lord Jesus”)
[bookmark: _Hlk39826502][bookmark: _Hlk34387234][bookmark: _Hlk32485206]Benediction – The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 	Numbers 6:24-26

