LIVING HOPE OPC ORDER OF WORSHIP
for Sunday, May 30th, 2021 at 10:45 AM

Opening Song – Lord, I Lift Your Name on High
Announcements
Gospel Greeting – Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
Call to Worship Song – I Extol You
[bookmark: _Hlk50014877]Call to Worship – Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.	Psalm 95:6-7
Prayer of Adoration & Invocation 
Hymn of Praise – NTH 358 – For All the Saints

Reading of the Law – Deuteronomy 5:1-21

(Silent Confession of Sin)
[bookmark: _Hlk33695350]Corporate Confession of Sin – Almighty God, we confess we have broken your commandments. We have sinned by selfishness, worldliness, unbelief and pride. We have not loved our neighbor as ourselves, and we have not walked humbly with you. Forgive us our sins and blot out our debts according to your tender mercies, according to your loving kindness. Cleanse us by the blood of Jesus your Son. Give us a humble and contrite heart that we might forgive others as you have forgiven us. We ask through Christ our Lord. Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk39234005][bookmark: _Hlk34993212][bookmark: _Hlk45907160][bookmark: _Hlk47777869][bookmark: _Hlk60993339][bookmark: _Hlk47089524][bookmark: _Hlk41569744][bookmark: _Hlk33094013]Assurance of Pardon – Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” … For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” – Rom. 10:9-11, 13
[bookmark: _Hlk34387092][bookmark: _Hlk44058760][bookmark: _Hlk47089591]Doxology – NTH 731
[bookmark: _Hlk34993388][bookmark: _Hlk35143581]Exhortation to Give – For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your submission flowing from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them and for all others, while they long for you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon you. Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift! 	2 Cor. 9:12-15

Prayer for Collection & Pastoral Prayer 
Medley 
– Alas, and Did My Savior Bleed 
– NTH 261 – What Wondrous Love Is This
Scripture Readings – OT: Isaiah 43:8-28 / NT: John 8:21-30
Isaiah 43:8–28 (ESV) 
8 Bring out the people who are blind, yet have eyes, who are deaf, yet have ears! 9 All the nations gather together, and the peoples assemble. Who among them can declare this, and show us the former things? Let them bring their witnesses to prove them right, and let them hear and say, It is true. 10 “You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “and my servant whom I have chosen, that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he. Before me no god was formed, nor shall there be any after me. 11 I, I am the LORD, and besides me there is no savior. 12 I declared and saved and proclaimed, when there was no strange god among you; and you are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “and I am God. 13 Also henceforth I am he; there is none who can deliver from my hand; I work, and who can turn it back?” 14 Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: “For your sake I send to Babylon and bring them all down as fugitives, even the Chaldeans, in the ships in which they rejoice. 15 I am the LORD, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King.” 16 Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, 17 who brings forth chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 18 “Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. 19 Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 20 The wild beasts will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches, for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, 21 the people whom I formed for myself that they might declare my praise. 22 “Yet you did not call upon me, O Jacob; but you have been weary of me, O Israel! 23 You have not brought me your sheep for burnt offerings, or honored me with your sacrifices. I have not burdened you with offerings, or wearied you with frankincense. 24 You have not bought me sweet cane with money, or satisfied me with the fat of your sacrifices. But you have burdened me with your sins; you have wearied me with your iniquities. 25 “I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember your sins. 26 Put me in remembrance; let us argue together; set forth your case, that you may be proved right. 27 Your first father sinned, and your mediators transgressed against me. 28 Therefore I will profane the princes of the sanctuary, and deliver Jacob to utter destruction and Israel to reviling. 
John 8:21–30 (ESV) 
21 So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek me, and you will die in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.” 22 So the Jews said, “Will he kill himself, since he says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” 23 He said to them, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die in your sins.” 25 So they said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them, “Just what I have been telling you from the beginning. 26 I have much to say about you and much to judge, but he who sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard from him.” 27 They did not understand that he had been speaking to them about the Father. 28 So Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. 29 And he who sent me is with me. He has not left me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to him.” 30 As he was saying these things, many believed in him. 
[bookmark: _Hlk39994846]Prayer for Illumination 

Sermon – An Exposition of John 8:21-30: “The Misconstrued Messiah” 

Jesus’ claims are cynically and fatally misconstrued by those who disbelieve. 
1. Jesus’ departure is cynically and fatally misconstrued. (John 8:21-22)
2. Jesus’ I AM identity and origin are blindly and fatally misconstrued. (John 8:23-27)
3. Jesus’ “lifting up” on the Cross will also be misconstrued – but will save those who believe (John 8:28-30)

Prayer of Application

Hymn of Response – NTH 257 – Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted
[bookmark: _Hlk32485206][bookmark: _Hlk34993478][bookmark: _Hlk50722140][bookmark: _Hlk39826502][bookmark: _Hlk34387234][bookmark: _Hlk47457820]Benediction – May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.	Romans 15:13




