LIVING HOPE OPC ORDER OF WORSHIP
for Sunday, February 20th, 2022 at 10:45 AM

Prelude
Opening Song – NTH 71 – Stand Up, O God, Be Present Now (Psalm 68)
Announcements
Gospel Greeting – Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Call to Worship Song – Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy Is the Lord
[bookmark: _Hlk45289208][bookmark: _Hlk44678081]Call to Worship – I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble hear and be glad. Oh, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together! – Psalm 34:1-3
Prayer of Adoration & Invocation 
Psalm of Praise – Psalm 2 (Seedbed Psalter; tune: The Church’s One Foundation)

Reading of the Law – Matthew 22:34-40

(Silent Confession of Sin)
[bookmark: _Hlk33695350][bookmark: _Hlk73711623][bookmark: _Hlk45291990]Corporate Confession of Sin – Most holy and merciful Father, we acknowledge and confess before you our sinful nature – prone to evil and slothful in good – and all our shortcomings and offenses against you. You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love. O Lord, have mercy on us, who are ashamed and sorry for all the ways we have displeased you. Teach us to hate our errors, cleanse us from our secret faults, and forgive our sins for the sake of your dear Son. And O most holy and loving Father, send your purifying grace into our hearts, we beseech you, that we may henceforth live in your light and walk in your ways, according to the commandments of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
[bookmark: _Hlk34387092][bookmark: _Hlk44058760][bookmark: _Hlk47089591][bookmark: _Hlk37956983]Assurance of Pardon – The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.     Ps. 103:8-12
Doxology – NTH 732
[bookmark: _Hlk60405010]Exhortation to Give – So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith. 	Gal. 6:10
Prayer for Collection & Pastoral Prayer 
Medley – NTH 485 – O Thou That Hear’st When Sinners Cry / Alas and Did My Savior Bleed
 
Scripture Readings – OT: Isaiah 2:1-5 / NT: John 11:45-57
Isaiah 2:1–5 (ESV) 
1 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, 3 and many peoples shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD. 
John 11:45–57 (ESV) 
45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him, 46 but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs many signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” 49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. 50 Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” 51 He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 53 So from that day on they made plans to put him to death. 54 Jesus therefore no longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from there to the region near the wilderness, to a town called Ephraim, and there he stayed with the disciples. 55 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and many went up from the country to Jerusalem before the Passover to purify themselves. 56 They were looking for Jesus and saying to one another as they stood in the temple, “What do you think? That he will not come to the feast at all?” 57 Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if anyone knew where he was, he should let them know, so that they might arrest him. 
[bookmark: _Hlk39994846]Prayer for Illumination 

Exhortation – An Exposition of John 11:45-57: “Messiah Murdered to Save God’s Children”

Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead – and provokes the murderous plot of religious men. 

1. The supreme sign and its consequences. (John 11:45-48)
2. The pragmatic prophecy and its irony. (John 11:49-53)
3. The pending Passover and its schemers. (John 11:54-57)

Prayer of Application
Song of Response – NTH 257 – Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted
[bookmark: _Hlk32485206]Benediction – Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 	1 Thess. 5:23

