LIVING HOPE OPC ORDER OF WORSHIP (with Communion)
for Sunday, August 4th, 2024 at 10:45 AM

Opening Song – Amazing Grace
[bookmark: _Hlk85810967]Gospel Greeting – Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 	Gal. 1:3-5
Call to Worship Hymn – Come Let Us Join with One Accord
Call to Worship – If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. – Colossians 3:1-2
Prayer of Adoration & Invocation
Hymn of Praise – NTH 390 – Lord of the Sabbath, Hear Us Pray
[bookmark: _Hlk33695350]Reading of Law – A Summary of the Ten Commandments & Great Commandment
(Silent Confession of Sin)
[bookmark: _Hlk35143454][bookmark: _Hlk73711623][bookmark: _Hlk45291990]Confession of Sin – Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against your holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and we have done those things which we ought not to have done; and there is no health in us. But you, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare those, O God, who confess their faults. Restore those who are penitent, according to your promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous and sober life, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk39825892][bookmark: _Hlk45292179]Declaration of Pardon – But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 	Isa. 53:5-6
[bookmark: _Hlk60405010]Exhortation to Give – So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith. 	Gal. 6:10
Offering and Diaconal Collection with Prayer (Offertory: NTH 378 – Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Fact to Face)
Doxology – NTH 733 – Doxology
Pastoral Prayer

Hymn of Preparation – My Jesus, Fair

Scripture Readings – OT: Joshua 21:43-45, 23:14-16 / NT: Hebrews 4:1-13
Joshua 21:43–45 (ESV) 43 Thus the LORD gave to Israel all the land that he swore to give to their fathers. And they took possession of it, and they settled there. 44 And the LORD gave them rest on every side just as he had sworn to their fathers. Not one of all their enemies had withstood them, for the LORD had given all their enemies into their hands. 45 Not one word of all the good promises that the LORD had made to the house of Israel had failed; all came to pass. 
Joshua 23:14–16 (ESV) 14 “And now I am about to go the way of all the earth, and you know in your hearts and souls, all of you, that not one word has failed of all the good things that the LORD your God promised concerning you. All have come to pass for you; not one of them has failed. 15 But just as all the good things that the LORD your God promised concerning you have been fulfilled for you, so the LORD will bring upon you all the evil things, until he has destroyed you from off this good land that the LORD your God has given you, 16 if you transgress the covenant of the LORD your God, which he commanded you, and go and serve other gods and bow down to them. Then the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you, and you shall perish quickly from off the good land that he has given to you.” 
Hebrews 4:1–13 (ESV) 1 Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem to have failed to reach it. 2 For good news came to us just as to them, but the message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those who listened. 3 For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has said, “As I swore in my wrath, ‘They shall not enter my rest,’ ” although his works were finished from the foundation of the world. 4 For he has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way: “And God rested on the seventh day from all his works.” 5 And again in this passage he said, “They shall not enter my rest.” 6 Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly received the good news failed to enter because of disobedience, 7 again he appoints a certain day, “Today,” saying through David so long afterward, in the words already quoted, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.” 8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of another day later on. 9 So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 10 for whoever has entered God’s rest has also rested from his works as God did from his. 11 Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of disobedience. 12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 
Prayer for Illumination
Communion Sermon – An Exposition of Hebrews 4:6-13: “Striving to Enter God’s Rest”
An eternal Sabbath rest indeed remains for us – as we endure by faith in Christ. 
1. It is a rest offered to us “Today” – a rest from our works. (Hebrews 4:6-10)
2. It is a rest we must yet strive to enter. (Hebrews 4:11)
3. It is a rest following the sword-scalpel-surgery of God’s Word. (Hebrews 4:12-13)  

Prayer of Application
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
(Bread: NTH 480 – Come for the Feast Is Spread / Cup: NTH 465 – Marvelous Grace of Our Loving Lord)
· Invitation, Warning, and Prayer of Consecration
· Confession of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed
· Serving the Supper
· Prayer of Thanksgiving
Closing Hymn – TPH 392 – O Day of Rest and Gladness
Benediction – The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 	2 Corinthians 13:14
