LIVING HOPE OPC ORDER OF WORSHIP
for Sunday, August 25th, 2024 at 10:45 AM

Opening Song – My Heart Is Filled with Thankfulness
Gospel Greeting – To the church of God . . . to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.	1 Cor. 1:2-3
Call to Worship Hymn – The Risen Christ
[bookmark: _Hlk51944088]Call to Worship – Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. The LORD has made known his salvation; he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.	Psalm 98:1-3
Prayer of Adoration & Invocation
Hymn of Praise – NTH 455 – And Can It Be

Reading of the Law – Romans 3:9-20
(Silent Confession of Sin)
[bookmark: _Hlk34386577][bookmark: _Hlk76126144]General Confession of Sin – Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
[bookmark: _Hlk47089524][bookmark: _Hlk34387092][bookmark: _Hlk44058760][bookmark: _Hlk47089591][bookmark: _Hlk39234005]Assurance of Pardon – But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. Romans 3:21-25a
[bookmark: _Hlk31360329][bookmark: _Hlk33094403]Exhortation to Give – For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. – 2 Cor. 8:9
Collection with Prayer (Offertory: Christ Our Wisdom)
Doxology – NTH 733
Pastoral Prayer 
Medley 
– Let the Cross Be Our Glory (Let It Be Said of Us)
– NTH 251 – Beneath the Cross of Jesus

Scripture Readings – OT: Genesis 15:1-6 / NT: Galatians 2:11-16

Genesis 15:1–6 (ESV) 
1 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the word of the Lord came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 

Galatians 2:11–16 (ESV) 
11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 12 For before certain men came from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision party. 13 And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?” 15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16 yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified. 

[bookmark: _Hlk39994846]Prayer for Illumination 
	
Sermon – An Exposition of Galatians 2:11-16: “Gospel-Shaped Table Manners”
Justification by faith alone in Christ alone is easy to forget. And when we do, 
1. Religious hypocrisy is the deceptive and divisive result. (Galatians 2:11-14)
2. We lapse into the futility of self-justification (Galatians 2:15-16)
Prayer of Application
Hymn of Response – NTH 524 – Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ
[bookmark: _Hlk34387234]Benediction – The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 	Numbers 6:24-26
