LIVING HOPE OPC ORDER OF WORSHIP
for Sunday, September 22nd, 2024 at 10:45 AM

Opening Song – NTH 617 – My Anchor Holds
Gospel Greeting – Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.	2 Cor. 1:2
Call to Worship Hymn – Ascribe to the Lord
[bookmark: _Hlk53766818]Call to Worship – Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with singing! Know that the LORD, he is God! It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.	Psalm 100:1-3
Prayer of Adoration & Invocation
Hymn of Praise – NTH 4 – All Praise to God, Who Reigns Above

Reading of the Law – 1 Corinthians 6:9-10
(Silent Confession of Sin)
[bookmark: _Hlk34386577][bookmark: _Hlk34993161][bookmark: _Hlk45291990]General Confession of Sin – Most holy and merciful Father, we acknowledge and confess before you our sinful nature – prone to evil and slothful in good – and all our shortcomings and offenses against you. You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love. O Lord, have mercy on us, who are ashamed and sorry for all the ways we have displeased you. Teach us to hate our errors, cleanse us from our secret faults, and forgive our sins for the sake of your dear Son. And O most holy and loving Father, send your purifying grace into our hearts, we beseech you, that we may henceforth live in your light and walk in your ways, according to the commandments of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
[bookmark: _Hlk34387092][bookmark: _Hlk44058760][bookmark: _Hlk47089591][bookmark: _Hlk80367631]Assurance of Pardon – And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. – 1 Corinthians 6:11
Exhortation to Give – “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” – Matthew 6:19-21
Collection with Prayer (Offertory: NTH 468 – My Faith Has Found a Resting Place)
Doxology – NTH 731
Pastoral Prayer 
Medley 
– NTH 662 – As the Hart Longs for Flowing Streams
– You Are My All in All

Scripture Readings – OT Lesson: Genesis 22:1-19 / NT Lesson: Hebrews 6:11-20

Genesis 22:1–19 (ESV) 
1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 15 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 19 So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to Beersheba. And Abraham lived at Beersheba. 

Hebrews 6:11–20 (ESV) 
11 And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end, 12 so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to swear, he swore by himself, 14 saying, “Surely I will bless you and multiply you.” 15 And thus Abraham, having patiently waited, obtained the promise. 16 For people swear by something greater than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final for confirmation. 17 So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, 18 so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us. 19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. 

[bookmark: _Hlk39994846]Prayer for Illumination 
	
Sermon – An Exposition of Hebrews 6:13-20: “Christ Our Anchor of Hope”

God promises and swears an oath to bless us in Christ. This is the full assurance of our hope!
1. God did this for Abraham – that we would imitate his patient faith. (Hebrews 6:13-16)
2. God did this for us – to encourage us to hold fast to our hope. (Hebrews 6:17-18)
3. God did this for us in Christ – He is heavenly anchor of our hope. (Hebrews 6:19-20)

Prayer of Application
Hymn of Response – NTH 521 – My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less

[bookmark: _Hlk50722140]Benediction – May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.	Romans 15:13
