LIVING HOPE OPC ORDER OF WORSHIP
for Sunday, April 27th, 2025, at 10:45 AM

Opening Song – In Christ Alone 
Gospel Greeting – To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ: May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.	 Jude 1:1-2
Call to Worship Song – Before the Throne of God Above
[bookmark: _Hlk33093066]Call to Worship – But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than that of Abel.    Hebrews 12:22-24
Prayer of Adoration & Invocation
Hymn of Praise – NTH 6 – O Come, My Soul, Bless Thou the Lord (Ps. 103)

Reading of the Law – Galatians 3:10-12
(Silent Confession of Sin)
[bookmark: _Hlk76126144]General Confession of Sin – Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In Your great mercy, you sent your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness of sins and everlasting righteousness. Grant us true repentance that, dead to sin, we may be raised up by faith in Your life-giving Gospel. Grant us your Holy Spirit that we may be ever thankful and live a faithful and godly life in your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk45907160][bookmark: _Hlk34387092][bookmark: _Hlk44058760][bookmark: _Hlk47089591]Assurance of Pardon – Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”—so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith. 	Gal. 3:13-14
Hymn of Gospel Assurance – NTH 472 – Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Wretched
[bookmark: _Hlk28841237][bookmark: _Hlk33094403]Exhortation to Give – For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. – 2 Cor. 8:9
Collection with Prayer (Offertory: NTH 92 – A Mighty Fortress Is Our God)
Doxology – NTH 733
Pastoral Prayer 
Medley
– NTH 520 – Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness 
– NTH 87 – The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want (Ps. 23)

Scripture Readings – OT Lesson: Jeremiah 23:1-6 / NT Lesson: Philippians 3:1-11

Jeremiah 23:1–6 (ESV) 
1 “Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!” declares the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who care for my people: “You have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to you for your evil deeds, declares the LORD. 3 Then I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will set shepherds over them who will care for them, and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be missing, declares the LORD. 5 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’ 
Philippians 3:1–11 (ESV) 
1 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you. 2 Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh. 3 For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh— 4 though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
[bookmark: _Hlk39994846]Prayer for Illumination 
	
Sermon – An Exposition of Philippians 3:4-9: “Commended to the Word of His Grace” 
God commends us to Christ and His righteousness alone. Therefore: 
1. Let us count as loss all our pride and self-righteousness. (Philippians 3:4-7)
2. Let us count as gain to only know Christ and His righteousness – by faith alone. (Philippians 3:8-9)
Prayer of Application

Hymn of Response – NTH 169 – My Heart Does Overflow (Ps. 45)

[bookmark: _Hlk50722140]Benediction – May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.	Romans 15:13

